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Our Mission Familyess.org

To inspire healthy child development through f @ v oiné

the provision of quality family support services

2022
2nd Annual
Yoices of Rinship Caregivers
Contest
Tell us ... Your Positive Experiences as a Kinship Caregiver
What is the Contest?

Voices of Km\-hl]) Caregivers is a contest for Kinship Caregivers in Washington State,
who are raising (now or in the past) a relative child not their own. This contest honors the
unique experiences of more 47,000 grandparents & relative caregivers in Washington state
who are Kinship Caregivers.

SUNDAY, MAY 8 ‘
1:10PM How Do You Enter the Contest?

Write a poem or short essay that describes your positive experiences as a Kinship
There's nothing more important than family. Careqiver,

We're excited to invite you to We Are Family Day, b,
Sunday, May 8, as we celebrate foster, kinship and
adoptive families and the folks that support them.

Enjoy a fun-filled day of baseball and sunshine, J What are the Rules?
apregame event on the Rooftop Boardwalk (near
Section 330) and claim an exclusive We Are Family = % Z o L Z
Day Mariners-themed hat when you purchase All participating caregivers must live in Washington State.

kool Poems should be 21 lines or less.

Essays should be 500 words or less.

Do not include any last names within the body of your writing.

Winners will be notified in early May and the decisions of the judges are final.

The Award’s Ceremony, due to COVID restrictions, will be held via Zoom. Time & Date
TBA.

(ZOG]MZB o Marlner;.coﬁl/weAreFamlly We reserve the right of first publication and use of the writings submitted.
All entries may be published as an added section within a 2022 Book entitled,
"“Voices of Children — Raised by Grandparents & Other Relatives”

Three Winners will each be awarded a $50 Amazon Gift Card
Submit your entries in either an email or PDF/Word attachment to:

for Chlld we"are Exce"ence JTammara@familyess.org Questions? Call Tammara Newbill @ 360.754.7629

*Include within the body of the email: Your full name and age, County of re5|dence, mailing
dress, and current telephone contact number*

;h?cps://allianceforchildwelfa re.org/
Family Education : 0N ﬂm' Dpatmnt e sl

Ta i I ore d & Support Services | & M s
support for
caregivers

Get to know Alliance CaRES, offering ' .parentalc”pass.ora/
personalized help and information. »

The Parental Compass



https://www.parentalcompass.org/

19th Annual

Veices of Children Conbest

Tell us ... What living with a Grandparent, Aunt, Uncle, or
other Relative has meant to you.

Reflections of Children Raised by Grandparenty
& Other Relatives

Whﬂf iS lhe Contest? Write an ess3y, poem, or submit jing ng how you have iving with a relative. Poems should be 21 finez o lezz.

2022 ~ 19th Annual
Veices of Children Conbesb /

. . . . Essays should be 200 words or less. Wiritings may be submitted on ths form separate piece of whit B
Voices of Children Raised by Grandparents and Other Relatives is a contest for e R R e A
Drawings should be BIG, BOLD, and COLORFUL images. ARTWORK MUST BE SUBMITTED ON THIS FORM. Artwork not submitted on this form will be ineligible for the

children in Washington State, who are being raised (now or in the past) by a relative— other than their parents. 2 S
The contest honors both, the more than 57,000 children, and the more than 47,000 grandparents & relatives & ot el e
in Washington state who are raising them.

How Do You Enter the Contest?

Write a poem, short essay, or draw a picture that describes how living with a relative (such as a Grandparent,
Aunt, or Uncle) has made a positive difference in your life.

57y Ids, 8-12 y Ids, & 13-19 year-olds.

Entries will be judged in three age
What are the Rules?
All participating children must live in Washington State and be 5-19 years old.

Poems should be 21 lines or less.
Essays should be 200 words or less.

9

Make your art as big and bold as possible and add a statement that explains your drawing.
Artwork must be submitted on the enclosed entry form.
Do not include any names within the artwork.
Artwork must be flat and submitted within the box on the entry form (Other side of this page).
Winners will be notified in early May and the decisions of the judges are final.
The Award's Ceremony, due to COVID restrictions, will be held via Zoom. Time & Date TBA.
We reserve the right of first publication and use of the writings and drawings submitted.
All entries may be published in a 2022 Book entitled,
“Voices of Children - Raised by Grandparents & Other Relatives”
What are the Prizes?
The Two Top Scoring Entries in each Age Division will receive: P sy
* $100 from Twin Star Credit Union
* A Gas Card
* A One-year Discover Parks Pass

Transforming lives

Child's Full Name: Age:
Ry ) e
. - Adult/Caregiver Name:
Mailing Address:
A IAsdram) [ (Do Code)
L4 v Email Address, ooty s
. . Mail or Email Your Contest Entries to: s Questions? r(:’-:: 360.754.7629
Family Education m‘ﬁv‘, s e 2022 Vi o i Comest L
. Departrrent of Social /o Family Education & Support Services APRRL 152, 202
& Support Services Pyl 7.0, 8ox 14907 om0, 2022
Tumwater, WA 98511 or Tammara@familyess.org neoy
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Why are the Voices of Kinship Children and Kinship Caregivers Important?

For 19 years the annual Voices of Children Contest in Washington State has shared the experiences of children being raised by their
relatives. The stories and artwork are compiled into booklets each year.

What happens to these powerful little booklets after that? Each participant receives a copy, as do the judges that help us select the
winning entries. Judges are often policy makers or elected officials, and when they review the VOC entries, they gain an understanding
of the challenges and the joys of Kinship Care. This personalized the issue, and hopefully comes to their minds when they are dealing
with difficult budget decisions, or policy changes. When Kinship Navigators and other Kinship Program advocates speak to Service
Clubs such as Rotary or Kiwanis Clubs, or community collaborations of Non-Profit agencies, they often share excerpts from Voices of
Children and Kinship Caregivers. You tell the story better than they can — therefore your voices are important. Please take a few
minutes to share your positive experiences and enter this year’s contest.

Lynn Urvina

Kinship Program Manager

ou have what
it takes tobe a
brain builder!

Stay informed on weekly Anatha's con‘er

Recently | had a conversation with a Kinship
Caregiver who is struggling to convince her child to
in your area. clean her room. This is a common family problem. As frustrating as
this can be, there are some options.

COVID vaccination clinics

Check out: One option is to have a give and take agreement. It could sound
. like this: “we all have to keep the common areas in the house picked
https://familyess.org/ up, but you can keep your room however you want, as long as you
Stay Updated on COVID-1s heritage-vaccine-event/ keep your door closed”. This will only work if he does not share his

with the most recent information
on our Kinship Facebook Page

Lewis-Mason-Thurston Kinship

room and it is not so bad that critters have taken up residence.

Sometimes the influence of a sibling will help. | had twins, one
was very tidy and the other messy, but they had to share a room.
This kept them in constant negotiation and the room was always
slightly between neat and messy.
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Supporting Families...Strengthening Communities
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https://familyess.org/heritage-vaccine-event/
https://familyess.org/heritage-vaccine-event/

